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REQUEST FOR BNTERVIE W 



VIA FACSIMILE: 
571-273-8300 



Attn: Justin Rider 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir. 

Applicant believes that a telephone conjt^^ence with the Examiner at this point in time 
may help to advance the present case toward allowance. Accoxdingly, Applicant hereby 
respectfully requests the pxivil^e of an intenriew. In that regard. Applicant respectfully requests 
that the Examiner contact the undersigned (Christopher L. Holt) to airange a date and time for a 
phone conference. If the Examiner is not inclined to conduct an interview at this time, Applicant 
respectfiilly requests that the undersigned be contacted and informed that this is the case. The 
undersigned can be reached at (612) 852-0600 during normal bu5uie$$ hours (central time zone). 

Respectfully submitted, 

WESTMANT, CHAMPLIN & KELLY, P.A. 



By:_ 



iste^er L. Holt, Reg 



CLHnrkp 



Christe^Her L. Holt, Reg. No. 45,844 
900 Second Aveiiue South. Suite 1400 
Miime^Iis, Mu nesota 55402-3319 
Phone: (612) 3343222 Fax: (612) 334-3312 
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1 . (Cuirently Amended) A method of trainiiijg a paraphrase processing system, comprising: 
receiving a cluster of related texts; 
selecting a set of text segments &om the cl 
using textual aligoment to identijfy paraphra 

segments in the set^ 
wherein textual aligmnent comprises: 

using statistical textual ali2mnent \o alien w oids in the text segments m 



lister; and 

ase relationsliips between text in the text 



the set: and 

identifying the paraphrase relatjonkhios based on the alig ned words. 



2. (Cancelled) 



3- (Cancelled) 



4, (Cancelled) 



5. (Cancelled) 



6. (Original) The method of claim 1 and jEiirthe| comprising: 



calculating an aligmnent model based on 



the paraphrase relationships identified. 



7. (Original) The method of claim 6 and ftortheY comprising: 
receiving an input text; and 

gwerating a paraphrase of the input text Ipased on the alignment model. 



8. (Original) The method of claim 1 and wherem 
selecting text segments for the set based 
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selecting ^ set of text segments comprises: 
a number of shared words in the text 
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segments. 



9. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 and farther comprising: 

prior to receiving a cluster, identifying the cluster of related texts. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein idfentilfying a cluster comprises: 

accessing a plurality of documents; and 
identiftdng documents written by differenjt ; 
related documents. 



1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0 wherein 

grouping desired text segments of the rel 
related text segments. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein 
identifying documents written within a 



selecting a text segment set comprises: 
ited documents in each cluster into a set of 



identifying documents comprises; 
time of one another. 



prede tennined 1 



13. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein 
accessing a plurality of different news articles 



14. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein Recessing a plurality different news articles 
comprises: 

accessing a plurality of different news articles vmtten by different news agencies. 



15- (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein grouping desired text segm^ts comprises: 

Miciosoft Confidential Praft Onlj/ Response Due: April 15, 2008 (2 month date) 
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authors about a common subject, aa clusters of 



^cessing a plurality of documents comprises: 
written about a common event. 
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grouping a first predetennined number t 
the set of related text segments. 



-3 



of sent exLces of each news article in e^h cluster into 



16. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein 
pairing each sentence in a given set of related 

given set. 



selecting a set of text segments comprises: 
text segments with each other sentence in the 



17. (Currently Amended) A paraphrase processing 
a textual aligament component ccnfigurec . 



wherein the textaal alignment component 



based on a heuristic alignment of the words: and 



wherein the textual alignment component 



relationships based r>ti allcmmentR 



SSanfflts. 



18. (Cancelled) 
19^ (Cancelled) 
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system, compnsmg: . 
to receive a set of text segments and identify 



paraphrase relationships between ^ords in the set of text segments based on 
aligranent of the wordSj^? 



is configured to generate an alignment model 



is further configured to identify paraphrase 



of muM-woni phrases in the set of text 
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20. (Original) The paraphrase processing system 
a clustering component configured to access a 

documents based on a subject matter of the dccuments 



3f claim 17 and furfher comprising: 
pliuahty of documents and cluster the 



21. (Original) The paraphrase processing system 
is configured to cluster documents written about s 



of claim 20 wherein the clustering component 
same subjecL 



22. (Original) The paraphrase processing system 
is configured to extract predeteroiined text segm^ts 
text segments. 



23. (Original) The paraphrase processing system 
a pairing component configured to identify a 

set of text segments. 



24. (Original) The pamphrase processing system 
configured to identify the plurality of pairs of text 
given set of text segments with each other t^ 



25. (Original) The paraphrase processing system 

a data store storing the plurality of documents 



26, (Original) The paraphrase processing systeir 
plurality of different news articles written by 
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of claim 20 wherein the clustering component 
j&om clustered docvmients to form the set of 



of claim 22 and fixrther comprising: 

plurality of pairs of text segments based on the 



of claim 23 wherein the pairing con^on^t is 
segments by pairing each text segment in a 
in the given set of text segm.ents. 



segment 



of claim 20 and fiirther comprising: 



of claim 25 wherein the data store stores a 
difSisrent news agencies about a common event. 
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27- (Original) The paraphrase processing system 
is configured to cluster the news articles based on 

28. (Original) The paraphrase processing system 
implemented in one or more data stores. 



of claim 26 wherein the clustering component 
a time at which the news articles were wiittm. 

of claim 27 wherein the data store is 



29, (Original) The par^hrase processing system 
a paraphrase generator, receiving a textual iniiut 

input based on the paraphrase relationships. 



30. deviously Presented) A paraphrase 
a par^hnise generator receiving a 



processitig 



input based on a paraphrase 
configured to receive a plurality 
between words in the text segments 



oftesl 
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of claim 17 and further comprising: 

and genei^ng a paraphrase of the textual 



system, comimsmg: 
textuall input and generating a paraphrase of the textual 



relationship received firom a textual alignment component 
segments and identify paraphrase relationships 
b^ed on alignment of the words. 
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